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THE LAW FREES DOWNING
FROM A MURDER CHARGE
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Acquittal of Man

JURY WAS OUT BUT

Deed Committed Eight Months

which has been hearing evidence In
the murder trial In which he was de-
fandant,
not gulity after it had been entrusted
ta their charge,

wenpon
Downing, but as they Involve the same 0000
facts, and are out of the same clreum- | o0y of Mr. Catheart, Downing stuck

H
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Ago and Evidence was
Weak.
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FTER elght months behind prison
bars Charles Downing walks the
sireels a free man, Hardly thirty
miny. es was taken by the jury

. youngest members of Honolulu
us an old practitioner might. His ad-
dress to the jury was a masterly ef-
fort, and Deputy Attorney General
Catheart took oceasion, in his own ar-
gument, to say that he had rarely if
ever heard a better or more able pre-
 wentation of any case to a jury.

Two charges of assault with a d"‘dl,’i A good share of the
are st pending against

in arriving at & verdict of

morning was
the cross-oxamination of
Despite the scarching ques-

occupled In

/

I
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the
bar, but he conducted the case as well

OOTO

|lamp, but asg he came outside some one
|threw a plece of scantling and knocked
!lhof chimney off the lamp. 8o he saw
nothing more,

{ He heard Yowuing say, however:
“Laook out for vourself*™

| He stayed at the ‘house after The
cutting was discovered and
| the doctors and for the police.

for
e was

sent

[
|arrested and pleaded gulity to carrying

a slungshot, serving a four months
term on the reef for the offense.

Herbert Carroll, a young man who

OO0 OTOO

able they will be dismissed.

Immediately after the verdict
hoen rendered Downing was released
on his own recognizance at the request
of his attorney,

L. M. Btrapss, with he stated that Downing had been pald

stances as the murder case, it is prob- . 4.0 original story, and the prosecu- was sent to jail for smuggling oplum

tlon could not weaken him or shuk*-'h-atlﬁwl that he met Downing in jail,

had him in the slightest. jand that he saw the wounds on his
Henry C. Meyer of the auditor's de-dbody. He stated that he was badly
partment was called to the stand, and cut on the knee and check, and that

[

the consent of Mr. Catheart for the de- 5115 a few days before the murder oc-
fense,

if-urnul, Frank Haskell, Downing'a
The verdiet In the case was scarcely companion on the evening of the mur-

& surprise to thoss who have followed  der, told of all that he saw In con-
i during the past week.

In May last' nection with it. He sald that neither
Downing was tried on the same rlmrzr:hv nor Downing had drunk heavily at
and the Jury was unable to come lf!'lhﬂ Pahu house, and that they had had
an agreement. The recent trial has no trouble with the natives prior to

iasted for well nigh a week and the the row In which the cutting had oe-
evidence

adduced has been much In curred,

of the defendant. He was in the Pahu houss when he
To Downing's attgrney miuch credit heard a nolse outside and he went out
i dus for his excellent handling uliuml saw Downing surrounded by a

the cnse. Mr. Birauss s one of the number of men. Haskell

favor

the side and the back of his head weare
severely bruised,

" §
| rapher at the preliminary heering, was
put on the stand to identify the evi-
dence taken at that trial and that evi-
dence was introduced.

In rebuttal, Mr. Cathcart put on the
stand Lahapa, the Hawallan woman
. whose name has been mentioned in the
case frequently. She absolutely denied
all that Downing had testified to in
regard to her warning him that he was

to be attacked by the Hawalians,
Attorney Strauss for the

E. Davis, who had been a stenog-

the
to him that she had
i whatever of any facts in the case, and
|that while she had been in attendance

o' verdict,

| General

defense and it is quite probable that they will
carrfed a.made a vigorous protest against her be dismissed.
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appearance on the stand, and her tes-
timony as well

In cross-examination he
fact that the woman had asserted

no knowledge

at all the previous trials, she had nev-
er been summoned to the stand be-
fore,

The taking of evidence was concluded
at 4 o'clock, and Mr. Strauss com-
menced his argument immediately, He
reviewed the evidence in the case care-
fully, paying his respects especially to
George Pahu, who had admitted on the
stand that he had testified falsely at
the former trial of the case for fear he
thould be arrested for keeping =
“swipes joint.” He described the evi-
dence of most of the witnesses for the
prosecution as a tissue of lies. con-
structed to shield themselves from the
charge of attempting to hold up and
rob Downing.

Mr. Catheart, for
valled attention to the
in the stories told by
and that of Downing,
hem that the prosecutlion’s witnesses
mbstantially corroborated each other,
while Downing's account of the occur-
rence was unsupported save in minor
particulars, He asked for a verdict of
gullty.

The case went to the jury at a little

the prosecution,
inconsistencles
his witnoesses
and . reminded

after 4 o'clock, and before 5 o'clockthe

jury announced that they had reached
Judge Humphreys was sum-
moned, and just before 6 o’clock the
jury filled into the courtroom. When
Clerk Kellett read it arnd it proved to
be not guilty a smile lit up Downing’s
face and he shook hands joyously with
Mr. Strauss. Strauss then moved that
Downing be released on his own recog-
nizance, and as Mr, Cathcart acquies-
ced, Judge Humphreys ordered that he
be allowed te go until next Monday,
when the other cases against him are
to be taken up. Mr. Catheart stated
that he should consult with Attorney
Dole as to their disposition,

THERE'S A NEW
BULLY IN TOWN

Finn of the Sailors’ Home Lifts His
Voice On the Front.

QOTHER COUNTY MAS BEEN HEARD FROM. A new volce has been
lifted up on the waterfront and It s that of the runner for the ESallors’

&

Home,

He speaks of hin wrongs and his rights In no uncertaln tone and ends by
anking with all the hreexy sivle of the open sea, "Why not?”

To be sure, why not? The famous Lewis and Turk, the dazsling “Heavenly
Twine' among erimps, have departed, It may be for a while and it may be for
ave: and now thers Is a possibility of other waterfront lights having a chance to
guide the uncertain sallor In the path In which he should go according to the
tenohings af the lords of the beach. - .

The following letter from the runner for the Sailors’ Home was recelved yes-
ierday at the Advertiser afMies, Oscar Finn, the writer, is a sallor of consider-
able experience, having been on many Veyagea in ships of various kinds and char-

. d has much

4 & reputation as & #a lawyer of no mean abllity an
nnt:‘r.‘n!.l’:“m the manners of skippers and of crews Now that Turk nml_
::q'u are absent, Fian s coming to the fore in active opposition to the Sallors

g spoaks unently for lself: )
. M::‘;lto}flual;:mlur: l.?:n‘tﬂhclp feeling a lttle bit sore when I see In today's

erimp, MeCarthy.
big MaCarthy.

by the Saflors’
needod by shipping Japanese,

slae, for the matter of that,

attracted to the matter to any extent.

lesg perfect organization.

that

present time non-T"nlon satlors

At present the war Is being waged between the Sailors’ Union and the genial
The runner for the Saflors’ Home is evidently on the side of

Oscar Finn speaks of a great victory won by the Sailors’ Union in the Star
of Russia case; and it was a glorious victery.
the ship Helen Brewer, which has just recelved orders to go to Chile for a cargo
of fertilizer, won an equally glorious victory over the Sallors’ T'nion when he re-
fused to have anything to do with it and shipped a crew of Japanese.

Captaln MeKay, being a wise man, decided that he did not want to be held up

Unlon, and so went quietly to work and secured all the men he
He had his men aboard
wideawake men of the Sallors’ Union knew that he was In need of men.
MicKay Is not the only skipper who has adopted the same methods of late.
Rasmursen Is not boss of the waterfront at the present time: nor is anyhbody
Henors are about evenly divided and the contest
for power goes steadily and quletly on without the attention of the public being

But, Incidentally, the captain of

his =hip even before the
Captain

Rasmussen i8 the man who Is at the head of the Sailors’ Union in Honolulu,
having started it in this city and worked {t up to {ts present state of more or

Captain Mortenson of the Star of Russia, In shipping a Unfon erew, admitted
he could not procure non-Unlon men.

This, of course, means that at the

are scarce on the waterfront.

DIOCESAN SYNOD
" TO BE CONVENED

The annual meeting of the trustees
of the Anglican Church In Hawall was
held In the schoolroom at St. Andrew’s

siding. The Rev. Alexander Mackin-
tosh being absent, his seat was filled
by the Hev. V. H. Kiteat, A committee
of three was appointed to look into the
quesation of Insurance upon the cathe-
dral building. A grint of $250 was vot-

repalring the cottage in Walluku, to fit
the same for hisz occupancy, it being
his intention to reside In Walluku and

yesterday evening, Blshop Willis pre-

éd to the Rev. W. Ault of Lahaina for |

he would convene a session of the Dio-
cesan Synod on Monday, January Tth,
1901, when all the clergy and lay rep-
resentatives from all parts of the Ter-
ritory will attend. After this Synod the
Bishop intends to attend a convocation
of the American Church to be held in
the State of California, where in all
probabllity negotiations would be en-
tered into for the regular incorporation
of the Island churches as a part of the
American jurisdiction, and thus end
the transition period which the church
here s now experiencing.
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LEFT IN DARENESS.

At 1:30 o'clock this morning a leather
belt flew off the fiy wheel of the electric
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PRICE FIVE CENTS,

LLEGAL
WAYS.

Workingjiumbers
Have Their
Trust.

REFUSE A LIVING
TO A MECHANIC

Despotic Actions of Journeymen’s
Union of This

City.

HE backbone of the plumbing
trust has been broken. Plumbers
who had all the work they could
attend to when the Advertiser began
its crusade against the illegal acts of
the combine, are now idle and some in-
tend to leave Honolulu for the Coast.
This was one of the main reasons why
the demand for $6 a day wages came to
naught and was withdrawn by the
Journeyman Plumbers’ TUnion. The
plumber's wages went up steadily after
the Board of Health's plumbing regu-
lations were adopted and enforced, ad-
vancing from $4 to $5 a day for elght
hours’ work. The demand for $6 came
at the time when the Advertiser’s fight
agalnst the machinations of the com-
bine was at its height and the result
was that the Union was compelled to
withdraw it. 5

The plumbers are glad to get work at
$5 a day and the entry of new men in
the city in the same trade is now op-
posed. The union organized for social
intercourse and to preserve a uniform
wage among its members and to guard
the interests of plumbers, Is sometimes
blind to its own interests.

The case of T. A. Dranga, a plumber
recently arrived from Oakland, shows
that the Union can be a pitiless organ-
ization unmindful of the cry of distress
which comes from a fellow workman.
Dranga is a Union worker. Wherever
he has lived on the Coast he has been
a member of the Journeyman's Union
in good standing. In Oakland where
he engaged In business for himself re
was not a member of the Unlon. He
came to Honolulu with his wife in the
latter part of September and quickly
found work. He was a good mechanic
and the master plumbers wanted such
men,

“On the firest Tuesday after my ar-
rival,” said Mr. Dranga, “and just be-
fore I went to work, I put up my $10
initiation fee for entrance into the local
Journeyman's Union. My application
of course accompanied the fee, 1 was
told that my initiation would take
place the following week. 1 went to the
headquarters at the time specified and
was told to walt outside and out of
hearing of what was going on in the
hall. I waited until 9 o'clock and al-
though I was in a position where 1
could have been found by any one who
came out, vet no one came for me to
go before the Union and take my ini-
tiation. This walit outside was done
according to the Instructions of the
trustees.

“Before the next meeting I went to
the trustees and asked them why my
application had been slighted and I
was told that as T had missed one
meeting my $10, which I had put up in
good faith, had been declared forfeited.
I received a written notice to this ef-
feet. It Is not customary in Unions af-
ter one has put up his fee to keep him
out of the soclal organization of the
Union, but even in this I was not notl-
fied that I had the freedom of the
rooms. I was told to wait until my.in-
itlation night arrived. This came all
right but I was not initiated.

“Last Thursday, after a lapse of
three weeks, I went to see the com-
mittee to prepare myself for going to
work and getting their sanction. They
said that on my guaranteeing %25 In
case the union should demand such a
fee T could do that. I went to my
place of business and arranged for the
payment as demanded. Tt was tender-
ed last night but the shop steward to
whom I was told to give it, said I
waa good for it, and did not take it.

“The first thing this morning the
shop steward came and notified my
employer that I could not go to work,

and if 1 did the other men would quit.
I was, of course, fired, and another
man put in my place to finish up the
work I had begun. My employers did

sount of & great vigtory galned by the Sallors’ o . rjmi aha light dynamo supplyi we light | not like this action on the part of the
g TRt o e ptw..:‘l; .“trﬂu-la. I sdmit that the Union has got it thelr make periodical visits to Lahaina. ey plying power and lig Journeyman’s Union, for my work has
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dence of W, G, Irwin.
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